
Clearing the Air on SHLOA’s Gypsy Moth Control Efforts 

Over the past month, there has been a lot of information, misinformation, accusations, and 

passionate discourse concerning the SHLOA Board of Directors’ efforts to address a significant 

Gypsy Moth (aka, Spongy Moth) infestation in Sleepy Hollow.  In the spirit of full transparency,  

this correspondence is intended to help clear the air about SHLOA’s efforts: How we got there, 

why we went there, and the benefits and risks of action vs. no action.   

As background, SHLOA last sprayed Sleepy Hollow’s 856 acres to control Gypsy Moth 

defoliation and tree mortality in 2008.  That effort was conducted in cooperation with the WV 

Department of Agriculture’s (WVDOA) Gypsy Moth Suppression Program and contributed, in 

part, to the suppression of the gypsy moth population in SH for nearly 15 years.  The 2008 SHLOA 

Board approved funding and spraying of the SH Development under its authority without any 

ballot referendum vote of the membership.  In 2008, there appears to have been no notice published 

in the SH Newsletter or opt-out options offered. 

As announced in our 3rd and 4th Quarter 2023 Newsletters, the current SHLOA Board approved 

participation in the WVDOA’s gypsy moth egg mass count/survey. By letter dated November 21, 

2023, the WVDOA advised that SHLOA’s application to participate in the Cooperative Lymantria 

dispar (Gypsy Moth) Suppression Program had been reviewed and the site visit to conduct an egg 

mass count had been completed.  The WVDOA site survey confirmed that spraying for control of 

Gypsy Moths (aka, Spongy Moth) in Sleepy Hollow is justified based upon the survey count of an 

average 3217 egg masses per acre.  The 11/21/23 letter to SH stated, “Be advised that if you have 

egg masses per acre above 1200, BT will provide foliage protection, except in high egg mass 

densities.  Mimic is more persistent and will provide foliage protection and egg mass reduction 

even in high egg mass densities.” (Emphasis added) [See information on BT and Mimic below.]   

Therefore, under the same authority and precedent established by the 2008 Board, the current 

Board of Directors voted in December 2023 to approve treatment in cooperation with the 

WVDOA.   

TIMELINE OF SHLOA BOARD’S ACTIVITITY – GYPSY MOTHS 

1. June/July 2023:  Board members began receiving calls & emails from concerned residents 

about gypsy moths, egg masses on trees, and caterpillar dropping observed in SH. 

2. August 12, 2023: Board meeting agenda included discussion regarding the current 

infestation and the WVDOA Suppression Program.  By a vote of 6-0, the Board approved 

$500.00 payment to WVDOA to conduct a site visit and egg mass count for SH. 

3. December 12, 2023:  Board President receives and reviews letter from WVDOA, dated 

Nov. 21th, notifying SH of our high egg mass count (3217 per acre) and our eligibility to 

participate in the Cooperative (Gypsy Moth) Suppression Program.  Letter further advised 

that a 50% deposit was due by 12/8/23 in order for SH to participate in the spring 2024 

suppression efforts. 

4. December 13, 2023:  Board President contacts WVDOA and asks for an extension of 

deposit due date.  The due date for our deposit was extended by DOA to December 15th. 

5. December 13, 2023:  WVDOA’s 11/21/23 letter with attachments was emailed to the 

Board of Directors.  The Directors were asked to review the materials and vote on two 

questions, (1) vote for or against approving the 50% deposit and participation in the 

suppression program, and (2) vote to select an available treatment option, either BT or 

MIMIC. 

6. The Board of Directors subsequently voted 6-0 (with one member not casting a vote) to (1) 

approve the down payment, and (2) approve the selection of MIMIC based upon the egg 

mass count per WVDOA assessment.    
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7. December 14, 2023:  SHLOA’s 50% down payment was overnight mailed to the WVDOA 

on in order to meet the 12/15/23 due date extension. 

 

TREATMENT OPTIONS AVAILABLE THROUGH WVDOA PROGRAM   

BT is a bacterium commonly found in forest soils worldwide. It has become one of the most 

valuable biological pest management tools for a variety of agricultural, forestry, and urban pests. 

While it is highly toxic to target pests, it is very safe in regard to humans and animals. For example, 

different formulations of the same biopesticide are labeled to be applied to organic grains such as 

shelled corn and soybeans during storage and/or to organic bagged grains (popcorn) to prevent 

Indian meal moth. (Source: WVDOA brochure, www.agriculture.wv.gov) 

 

In agriculture, Mimic® (tebufenozide) is also used to protect many crops from caterpillar pests; 

this product is known as Confirm®, and is used to protect fruits, vegetables, and many field crops 

from harmful caterpillar pests. Mimic does not affect any other orders of insects, including honey 

bees, native bee pollinators, ants, wasps, beetles, dragonflies, grasshoppers, or flies. Spring 

defoliating forest insects occur earlier, or are in different locations than many of the attractive 

butterflies (such as the monarch butterfly) that are associated with pastures, parkland, and roadside 

areas. Mimic also does not affect beneficial insect parasites, parasitoids, and predators that help to 

naturally control the populations of the forest defoliator pests….  Mimic has no direct effect on 

birds as they do not have the insect ecdysone hormone which is triggered by Mimic; and exposure 

to the spray or consumption of affected larvae by birds has no direct impact upon them either….  

Additionally, Mimic has no impact upon wild or domesticated animals, or upon fish or 

amphibians….  Mimic has no effect upon vegetation or soil organisms….  Mimic has no impact 

upon humans….(Source: PA DOA, www.pgc.pa.gov/Wildlife/HabitatManagement/Documents)    

 

THE THREAT OF UNCONTROLLED INFESTATION 

According to the WVDOA, the spongy moth (previously known as the gypsy moth) is the most 

serious insect pest ever to invade West Virginia's forests.  These circumstances created the need 

for a spongy moth cooperative suppression program for landowners in the generally infested areas 

in West Virginia (including Morgan and Berkeley Counties).  

Per documents published by the WVDOA, repeated heavy defoliation by spongy moth kills trees.  

Spruce, pine and hemlocks die after a single heavy defoliation.  Hardwood tree mortality, 

after two successive years of defoliation, can reach as high as 80%.  The forest trees preferred 

by this insect are oaks, and the oak-hickory type makes up about 77% of West Virginia's 

woodlands.  Studies by the West Virginia Department of Agriculture and West Virginia Division 

of Forestry confirm that as much as 25 percent mortality after one year of heavy defoliation could 

be expected in timber stands if spongy moth populations are left untreated.  Additional information 

about the threat of gypsy moth infestation, and the efficacy and safety of treatment options, can be 

obtained through the WVDOA, or by visiting their website at www.agriculture.wv.gov.  

Information will also be posted on our website (SHLOA.com) and in upcoming newsletters. 

OPT-OUT PROCEDURES FOR LOT OWNERS 

If as a lot owner you object to treatment, please send written notice to SHLOA of your objection 

with your full name and contact information (i.e., mailing address, SHLOA property address, 

phone number, email address, section/lot number, and area concerns).  Opt-out notices will be 

http://www.pgc.pa.gov/Wildlife/HabitatManagement/Documents
http://www.agriculture.wv.gov/
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received via mail at SHLOA, 65 Audubon Road, Hedgesville, WV 25424 or via email at 

Sleepyhollowhoawv@yahoo.com.  Please put Gypsy Moth in the subject line of your email.  

SHLOA will share your opt-out information with the WVDOA per the Program’s requirements.   

NEXT STEPS 

The next scheduled meeting of the SHLOA Board of Directors is Saturday, March 9, 2024 at 

10:00am at the ball field pavilion.  All owners, both those for and those against treatment are 

strongly encouraged to attend the meeting.  SHLOA has extended an invitation to the WVDOA to 

send a representative to discuss the suppression program and answer questions.  However, the 

department has not yet been able to confirm their acceptance or participation on March 9th.   

Additionally, SHLOA will make every reasonable effort to give residents advance notice through 

posted signs, email and our website as to the date spraying is scheduled.  Spraying normally takes 

place in May; however the exact date will depend upon weather, wind, and other factors as 

determined solely by the WVDOA.  Out of an abundance of caution and consistent with best health 

and safety practices, people and pets should avoid direct exposure during the aerial spray 

application.    

CLOSING COMMENTS 

The SHLOA Board recognizes and respects that there are differences of opinion regarding 

treatment v. no treatment; the scope of the Board’s authority and responsibility as may be conveyed 

through the Bylaws, Articles of Incorporation, and pertinent WV Code to approve treatment and 

funding; and the level of threat posed by uncontrolled infestation of this invasive pest.  While 

differences of opinion are inevitable given the nearly 400 lot owners in SH, the unfounded 

accusations and insults directed at the Board by a small but vocal minority is uncalled for, 

unnecessary, and counterproductive.  In every matter, actions of the Board are undertaken with the 

best interests of the community in mind. We are all owners and members of the Sleepy Hollow 

community.  In this matter, the Board determined in good faith that waiting another year or more 

to take action against this invasive and destructive pest was not in the best interest of the 

community we all call home.  With potential massive defoliation projected this year and the 

prospect of 80% tree mortality within two years; the resulting danger of death, injury, and property 

damage from falling trees; and the increased wildfire risk due to increase fuel load, the Board felt 

compelled to act in the best interest of the community. 

The SHLOA Board of Directors is elected by the lot owners to serve as a representative body and 

act in the best interest of the owners and the community.  All Board members are volunteers and 

receive no compensation or benefits, other than the benefit and satisfaction of giving their time 

and talent for the betterment of Sleepy Hollow.  Thank you for taking the time to read this 

important update, and we hope to see you on March 9th. 

Respectfully, 

 

SHLOA Board of Directors 

January 24, 2024 

mailto:Sleepyhollowhoawv@yahoo.com

